LIFE SCIENCE
COURSE EXPECTATIONS
FOR
MRS. NURANA PILI-FA’ASA

COURSE TITLE: 


Science and Life Issues
COURSE SCHEDULE:


Start Date: 09/29/08






End date: 06/04/09
COURSE LOCATION/TIME:

Cram M.S. campus, Room 614 time varies with period
REQUIRED TEXT:
Science and Life Issues (2005). University of California at Berkley, Lawrence Hall of Science
REFERENCE MATERIALS:
Coolidge- Stoltz, E., Cronkite, D., Graff-Haight, D. , Holtzclaw, F., Jenner, J., Jones, L.C., (2001, 2002). Life Science- Science Explorer. Pearson Education, Inc. New Jersey.
INSTRUCTOR’S NAME:

Mrs. Nurana Pili-Fa’asa
TELEPHONE:



emergency contact is 702-799-7020(sch. #)

INTERACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:
npfaasa@interact.ccsd.net
ALTERNATE E-MAIL ADDRESS:
shaq32@email.phoenix.edu/nuranafaasa@yahoo.com
AVAILABILITY:


7:30 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. from Monday to Friday
WELCOME

I am pleased to welcome you to the wonderful world of Life Science. I hope that as the time progresses your understanding of Life Science increases. I assure you that I will try my best to guide you along these next few months so that your experience in science becomes more meaningful. 
Please do not hesitate to ask questions when you do not understand a concept. Utilize the given contact information so that we can communicate when you do not understand.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This one year course for sixth grade students focuses on understanding the living systems on Earth. Students will use scientific processes, protocols, and tools, including inquiry, to build understandings of living things and the interactions between living and non-living things. Critical thinking, collaboration, accuracy, and communication skills will be used as students develop a foundation for scientific literacy.
(adapted from the CCSD June 2008 Curriculum Overview)

Purpose and Approach

Life Science is designed for students to be able to use scientific processes and inquiry to understand living things and the interactions between living and non-living things (CCSD June 2008). The approach implemented is for students to be able to experience and gain knowledge through hands-on experiments and research that explore life science concepts.

COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES
GOALS
1. To build content knowledge of living systems.
2. To develop abilities and understanding necessary to safely engage in structured scientific inquiry.

3. To explore the nature of scientific endeavors.

4. To describe how matter forms the basic components of the universe.

5. To describe characteristics of living things.

6. To describe the hierarchal structure and function of living systems.

7. To describe scientific evidence for changes in organisms and environmental conditions over time.

8. To classify living things by their similarities and functions.

9. To understand how energy is used by living organisms.

10. To describe how energy is transformed and flows through systems.

11. To explore how matter and energy interact in living systems.
(Science 6- 0800, Revised August 2006- Working Copy)

NATURE OF SCIENCE
It is expected students will:

· Design and conduct a controlled experiment

· Develop an  understanding of safety practices in order to engage in scientific inquiry safely
· Relate classroom experiences to the work of scientists

· Use data and evidence to develop explanations and models

DIVERSITY OF SCIENCE

It is expected students will:

· Describe characteristics of living things

· Explain the organization from smallest to largest in multi-cellular organisms

· Describe characteristics of cells and their functions

· Classify living things by their similarities and functions

SYSTEMS OF LIVING THINGS

It is expected students will:

· Describe interactions between living things and their environments

· Analyze trade-offs in changes to environments

· Relate Earth’s characteristics to needs of living things

· Recognize scientific evidence for changes in organisms and environmental conditions over time

· Describe how living organisms adjust to changes in their environments

(adapted from the CCSD June 2008 Curriculum Overview)
PACING SCHEDULE FOR UNITS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2008-2009

QUARTER 1- Scientific Processes and Skills, Safety, Structures of Life Science, Microbes
QUARTER 2- Scientific Processes and Skills, Safety, Structures of Life Science, Microbes
QUARTER 3- Scientific Processes and Skills, Safety, Cells, Genetics
QUARTER 4- Scientific Processes and Skills, Safety, Cells, Classification, Environment, 
                       Change over Time
COURSE CHANGES

The reading textbook and learning objectives remain the same as indicated in this syllabus. Please refer to the syllabus from time to time as a reminder of the requirements for this course.
ATTENDANCE

It is expected that students attend class on a daily basis. However it is understood that emergencies arise which can affect students attendance. It is the student’s responsibility to make contact with the teacher upon returning from an absence to make up assignments. Once the student has received his/her work, they are given a grace period of three (3) days to complete the assignments and return it to the instructor for grading. In the event that the assignments are lab experiences, students are asked to stay after school to complete the lab with teacher assistance.

TARDY POLICY

School policy on tardy procedures will be enforced.

1st tardy= WARNING
2nd tardy= DEAN’S DETENTION (TARDY HOMEWORK)
3rd tardy= 1 DAY IN-HOUSE SUSPENSION
4th tardy= RPC-T

5th Tardy= 1 DAY SUSPENSION
6th Tardy= 3 DAY SUSPENSION
7th Tardy= 3 DAY SUSPENSION

8th Tardy= 3 DAY SUSPENSION

9th Tardy= 3 DAY SUSPENSION

10. Recommendation to Behavior School
(Revised Tardy Policy released November 4th, 2008 from Cram M.S. Dean’s Office)

PARTICIPATION

It is expected that students participate in all class discussions as well as activities. Participation includes student’s interaction with class members, contributions, questions, responses, and elaborations.
ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are given on “AS NEEDED” basis. Due to lab experiences that require more time than allotted, students will be given the opportunity to respond to the ANALYSIS questions, as well as worksheets that may accompany the lab as homework assignments. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY
As outlined in the Curriculum Overview for CCSD printed June 2008, cheating will not be tolerated. It is important that students are honest with the work they turn in. Plagiarism in any form is also prohibited and can result in a dean’s referral as well as notifying student’s parents. CCSD (2008) states, “Students must produce work that is theirs alone,” (pg. 6). 

GRADING CRITERIA
LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Students may submit in any late assignment or missing assignment within the same week that the assignment is due. The only exception is if the student was absent on any day of the same week of which the assignment will be due on the third day of returning to school.

FEEDBACK

I will be providing feedback at the end of every other week beginning November 7th, 2008, until the end of the school year. 

· NOTE TO PARENTS- Your child will bring a print out of their grades home. Please review, sign and then have your son or daughter bring it back to school. By bringing the printout back to me will verify that you have received your child’s bi-weekly progress. If you have an account with Parent Link,   your child’s grades can also be viewed through there daily. School policy is to have two grades a week for each student.
If immediate attention is required, I will write a note in your child’s planner addressed to you. Students must return the planner signed acknowledging that the parent has received my note. Please note that students must bring their planner daily to school.

INCOMPLETES

No incomplete points will be given. The student must complete the assignment or at least attempt to complete the assignment in order to receive points. If there is no effort on completing the assignment then the student receives NO POINTS.

GRADING POLICY

The final grade is a result of TOTAL POINTS accumulated throughout each grading period. These points are added, multiplied by 100, and then divided by the TOTAL points of face value for all the assignments given during a grading period. 
How Points and Percentages Equate to Grades

	Percentage
	Letter grade

	100-90
	A

	89-80
	B

	79-70
	C

	69-60
	D

	59- below
	F


QUARTER GRADES- Based on total points earned for assignments given which includes class work and homework. 
SEMESTER GRADES

1st Semester

Quarter 1= 45%

Quarter 2= 45%

Semester Exam= 10%

2nd Semester

Quarter 3= 45%

Quarter 4= 45%

Semester Exam= 10%

The Life Science course contains many lab experiences that require that students work in groups. Criterions for group assignments as well as grading will follow the lab. 

General expectations for group work is as follows:
	CRITERIA
	POINTS

	Student is disruptive and does not participate
	2

	Student works but does not work with other members of the group.
	3

	Student works well with others and takes on any role assigned
	5


Rubric for individual student lab experience:

	CRITERIA
	POINTS

	Student is disruptive and prohibits others from completing lab

Student does not understand process and application
	2

	Student has some understanding of process and skills and takes some caution that the lab is performed in a safe and effective manner
	3

	Student has understanding of process skills and takes caution that the lab should be performed in a safe and effective manner
	5


BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to follow all Clark County School District Policy’s as outlined in the Curriculum Overview passed out during the beginning of the school year. 
Students are expected to adhere to Cram Middle School Policy’s as outlined in pages 3 to 9 of the student planner.

Students are asked to follow these simple rules of conduct while in the classroom:

1. Raised your hand and wait for your name to be called.

2. Keep your hands and feet to yourself.

3. Walk in the classroom, do not run.

4. Treat others as you would like to be treated.

5. Follow directions, step by step.

6. Do not EAT OR DRINK in the classroom.

PBS 5 are to:

1. Show respect

2. Be on time

3. Follow dress code

4. NO GUM CHEWING

5. No Dean’s referral

Consequences for failing to abide by these rules will result in:
1- Verbal warning 
2- Parent notification- through planner, email, phone call or requested conference

3- Counselor’s referral

4- Dean’s referral

Should you have any questions concerning clarification of an assignment, whether it be a worksheet, lab, or analysis questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or schedule a day in advance to come after school.
Please keep these pages for your records.
The following acknowledges that you have been given a copy of the course expectations for this class. Please have your child return only this form to class within the next five days. Thank you.
Student Name Printed:

First Name                                                                     Last Name

Student Signature

Parent Signature
PERIOD                                                                          DATE

